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Many of us have come across some variation of the following rhetorical_
gambit, designed to inspire readers to think in Connessione terms; g
e ; '
butterfly flaps its wings in Tokyo, does it affect the weather in Ne
York?” Contemporary systems theorists are fond of answering this classic

question with an enthusiastic “Yes!” Five centuries ago Leonardo, the
original systems thinker, noted, “The earth is moved from its position by
the weight of a tiny bird resting upon it.”

Leonardo frequently noted these extraordinary observations in the
margins of his notebooks. Over the years, a number of scholars have
criticized Leonardo for the disorder of his notebooks. He never provided
a table of contents, an outline, or an index. He scrawled notes ip
apparently random fashion, switched from topic to topic, and repeated
himself frequently. But the maestro’s defenders pointout that Leonardy’s
sense of connectedness was so all-embracing that his observations are
equally valid however they are related to one another. In other words, he
didn’t need to organize them by category, or create an outline, because he

saw how everything connected to everything clse. One of Leonardo’s dragons.

= One secret of Leonardo’s unparalleled creativity is his lifelong practice
of combining and connecting disparate elements to form new patterns.
Vasari records an incident from Leonardo’s childhood, when he was
asked to paint a peasant’s shield. Eager to devise an image that “would
terrify anyone who encountered it,” young Leonardo gathered and
collected in his room an assortment of “crawling reptiles, green lizards,
crickets, snakes, butterflies, locusts, bats, and other strange species of this
kind, and by adapting various parts of this multitude, he created a most

ike a poem, the whole of which is greater than the sum of its parts,
sthe following Da Vincian “to-do” list evokes the spirit of
Curiosita and Connessione:

Show how clouds form and dissolve,
how water vapor rises from the earth to the air,
how mists form and air thickens, .
and why one wave seems more blue than another; horrible and frightening monster with poisonous breath that set the air
describe the aerial regions, B
Vasari adds that when Leonardo unveiled this creation to his father,
who had commissioned it, Ser Piero was sufficiently shaken and amazed
at Leonardo’s miraculous talent to give a different shield to the grateful
Peasant so he could sell his son’s work for one hundred ducats to a
Florentine merchant (who subsequently sold it to the duke of Milan for

three hundred ducats).

and the causes of snow and hail,

how water condenses, and hardens into ice,
and how new figures form in the air,

and new leaves on the trees,

and icicles on the stones of cold places. . . .
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